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UN Family and SBRs
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� UN Secretariat (incl. UNCTAD, UNODC, UN Habitat)

� UN – New York
o UN Statistical Commission � international standards

o Wiesbaden group on Business Registers

� UNECE – Europe 
o Conference of  European Statisticians

o UNECE Guidelines on Statistical Business Registers

� UNESCWA – Western Asia (and Northern Africa)
o Statistics Committee of  ESCWA

� UNECA – Africa 
o Statistical Commission of  Africa

o AfDB Guidelines on Business Registers

� UNECLAC – Latin America and Caribbean
o Statistical Conference of  the Americas

o Improvement program of  Business Registers (2010-2013)

� UNESCAP – Asia and the Pacific
o Statistics Committee of  ESCAP
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UN Family and SBRs
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� UN System (incl. ILO, UNDP, UNICEF, UNFPA, UNHCR)

� UN Secretariat
o UN Statistical Commission � international standards

o Wiesbaden group on Business Registers

� UNIDO – Vienna
o Industry statistics

o Business Registers � Focus on manufacturing

� FAO - Rome
o Agriculture, forestry and fishery statistics 

o Business Registers � Focus on agriculture

� UNESCO - Montreal
o Education, Cultural and Science statistics

o Business Registers � Focus on schools, universities, research, museum

� WHO - Geneva
o Health statistics

o Business Registers � Focus on hospitals, pharmacies, medical research
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UN Family and SBRs
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� CCSA - Committee for the Coordination of  Statistical Activities

� UN System
o UN Statistical Commission � international standards

o Wiesbaden group on Business Registers

� IMF – Washington DC 
o Balance of  Payments and Financial statistics

o Business Registers � Focus on financial institutions

� WTO - Geneva
o International Trade Statistics

o Business Registers � Focus on businesses which trade

� Eurostat – Luxembourg
o Statistical Office of  the European Union

o Business Registers � EU Guidelines

� ECB - Frankfurt
o European Central Bank

o Business Registers � Focus on financial institutions
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UNSD and SBRs
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� UNSD promotes creation and maintenance of  national Statistical 

Business Registers as a core element in the implementation of  the 

2008 SNA and integrated economic statistics

� UNSD actively participates in various fora related to business 

register, such as Wiesbaden group or UNECE Task Force on SBR

� UNSD contributes to initiatives on SBRs in all regions, including

� Africa – AfDB Guidelines on Business Registers

� Europe – CES Guidelines on Statistical Business Registers 

� Western Asia  and Asia/Pacific – SBR development is part of  the 

2008 SNA implementation program and improvement of  economic 

statistics in general

� UNSD supports improvement of  business registers at country 

level (i.e., Costa Rica, Malaysia and Jordan)
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Coverage
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Roles of SBR
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Role Goal

1 SBR Live Register The gateway between (different) source(s) and the 

statistical units

2 SBR Backbone Coordinate populations of  statistical and 

administrative units in space & time through 

register snapshots and frozen frames

3 SBR Survey Frame Provide set of  administrative units valid for the 

reference period with all attributes to draw a 

sample

4 SBR Survey support Control administrative burden and monitor survey 

response

5 SBR based statistics Business demography statistics, business 

dynamics based on register snapshots, and 

integration with external trade register

6 SBR Information Source Support market investigation performance

7 SBR International data 

exchange

Coherence in global statistics



Roles of SBR
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Roles of SBR
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Chapter 12 -Topics for further 

work and research 

• Statistical units and profiling

•SBR as the backbone of economic statistics

•Use of administrative sources

•Use of new data sources

•International trade and economic development

•Development of new statistics

•Methodological developments

•International comparability
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Roles of SBR
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The SBR & an integrated economic statistics programme

20

The guidelines on Integrated Economic Statistics (IES) 

were published in 2012. The advantages of  IES are:

o Use of  harmonized terminology, definitions, concepts, & 

classifications

o Consistency in measuring economic activity across sectors and 

regions and global consistency of  key economic indicators 

o Greater accuracy by reconciling discrepancies among data sources

o Use SBRs to provide central sampling frame for all business surveys

o Standardize surveys, including survey design and sample frame

o Link and integrate data across various statistical domains, 

including linking the information about enterprises from the SBR to 

other data sources

o Reduction of  collection and reporting burden by using the same 

information for different purposes



How an SBR can be used to link data from different sources
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• By linking the SBR to economic statistics and other data sources 

(e.g., administrative data or survey responses), new information 

can be compiled that would not otherwise exist.

• One effective and proven application is linking the SBR to trade 

statistics to compile trade by enterprise characteristics (TEC), 

which can be compiled for merchandise trade, trade in 

services, & foreign direct investment.

• TEC data aim to describe trade flows from the view point of  

enterprises:

� Impact of  international trade on employment, growth 

and income (by kind of  industry, size of  enterprise and other 

characteristics)

� Effectiveness of  trade policies (e.g., export-promotion, 

effects on 2-way traders and foreign affiliates)
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Thank you


